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ACTIVIST 
AGENDA 


JULY 2004 


July 1st, Thursday Starting @ 1:00 pm: 
CANADA DAY CRITERIUM - bicycle 
event. This is a Red & White Affair. 
Location: Alberta Legislature Grounds, 
Cost: $30.00 Contact: visit the website: 


www.ertc.org/raceinfo/canadaday. htm! 


July 1 to 5 - CYCLE MESSENGER 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS XII. 


Bicycle messengers from all over will 
cruise into Edmonton and show us 
their sprinting, cargo-hauling and 
skidding skills, plus plenty more. The 
organizing team is seeking VOLUN- 
TEERS to help out and BILLETS to host 
the visiting couriers. They're also seek- 
ing bike artists, displays and other 
info, particularly at the main event on 
Sunday (north of Grant MacEwan 
downtown). Location: Various. Contact 
Leslie at lesley115@hotmail.com or 
988-8493 to get involved. Visit 
www. hardcoremessengers.com/CMW- 


CXII/index.htm for more information. 


uly 10th, Saturday @ 12 to 4 pm: 
BIKE-OLOGY A day for cyclists of all 


types to get together and worship our 
beloved bicycles, unicycles, recum- 


| A Political Deconstruction -- In Four Easy Steps 


SB ae ag ere PE Ne aS are Soa) a 


bents, MTB, zippy racers, commuters... 
you get the picture. Featuring riding 
displays, free mechanic checks, pedal 
powered smoothies, solar powered 
music and more. Location: Beaver Hills 
House Park corner Jasper Avenue and 
105th Street. Cost: FREE. Contact: Tara 
at 433-2453 (BIKE) or visit 
www.edmontonbicyclecommuters.ca 
for more information 


uly 10th, Saturday: BICYCLE FILM 
NIGHT featuring The Triplets of 


Belleville at 7 PM and Breaking Away 
at 8:30 PM. Location: Metro Cinema 
(Citadel Theatre) 


July 17, Wednesday @ 1:30-3:30 pm: 
BUILD YOUR OWN COMPOSTER 
with the John Janzen Backyard 
Composting Education Centre. 
Location: John Janzen Nature Centre. 
Fee: $45 to cover materials. Contact: 
496-2925. 


Let's get out and enjoy the weather, the 
joy of our bodies moving along effi- 
ciently and quietly, and the knowledge 
that we are making a difference! Ride 
your bicycle! 


If you know of an upcoming activist 
event that should be listed here please 
email Michael at egs@interbaun.com 
or contact Earth's General Store at 439- 
8725. 
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THE WORD 


nough Talk, Do Something! 


eople have been asking me lately 

if there is any point to voting. 

After I roll my eyes and hyper- 

ventilate briefly, I think happy 
thoughts and get on with the discussion. 
First I advise everyone to pay enough 
attention to each party's policies to 
make their own decisions. Please do not 
vote for anyone because someone else 
tells you to. The political process is 
bogged down with rhetoric and most 
candidates are often (seemingly) too 
similar to the next candidate to tell one 
apart from the other. 

If you don't see good choices, you 
have to get past the boring campaigning 
and not-based-in-fact campaign promis- 
es and get to the meat of the matter: 
What can you do to make my life better? 
What will you do to lighten the heavy 
load from people whose lives are so 
much harder than they should be? 

You may feel that you have no real 
say in the political process, but even 
small, yet loud voices can be heard and 
turned into the policies of a ruling party. 
Either way, the point is that you will 
never know what is going on in your 
community if you don't find out what 
politicians ruling your area have in 
mind for you. Being surprised that your 
favourite park is getting paved-over on 
the weekend or that someone decided to 
spend a stupid and unnecessary amount 
of money on Churchill Square can be 
very disconcerting. 

The average Canadian voter will vote 
in anger against the party in power 
rather than supporting the best candi- 
date. Personally, I tend to vote for the 
party who will make my life and com- 
munity better in a tangible way. What is 
more important is what the people of 
Edmonton think. 

This is what people in your commu- 
nity said would sway their vote: 


Members of the 
OV Community 
Dive into the 
Political Pool 


at irritates me is that the 


contents of debate is cho- 
sen by the parties, it is very 
artificial. They assume 
what everyone is interested in. What 
interests me specifically is a concern for 
the well-being of people. As an example, 


‘onecnda- zien dite sea lpalaanene 
be'very telling to how they will treat peo- 


ple at home. I look for a humanistic out- 
look. Real issues are funnelled into con- 
structed agendas. Conversations around 
the water cooler are confined to 
approved topics. The issues that are the 
easiest to debate make the election plat- 
forms, things that many Canadians care 
about are overlooked because the issues 
are complicated and not media-friendly. 
Canadians can handle any complicated 
issues brought to the table, especially if 
they see fit to pay attention. 


-Eric Uhlich 


f someone gave me better housing 

options, I would vote for them. There 

are too many homeless people. 

Some find places to sleep in old cars 
and trucks, but that's not really a home, 
is it? We also need better landlords. 


- Jerry Carrier 


e need better health care 


and housing for low- 
income people. I want to 
know that politicians are 
willing to take care of the people who 
need it. There is a lot of need out there, I 
will vote for the best plan to help people. 


-Marie 


ip 
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will vote for the most honest person, 

the person who respects the wayd 

live. I live a hard life on the street. 

Every day, I thank the Creator that I 

am still walking around. I don't know 

where tomorrow will take me. The per- 

son who makes my life a bit easier will 
get my vote. 

- Guy Rain 


usually vote for the Liberals, but I 
will vote for good health care for 
First Nations as my main concern. 
It's hard on the streets. They say 
there is good low-income housing, but it 
is still way too expensive. All the parties’ 
promises sound great, but really, it's all 

bull****. 
-Lawrence Villanyi 


« 
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gets all the chicks. 
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deep in the back recesses 
' of a cave on Mars for the 
bulk of your life: Canada 
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F concerning Canada/US 
w relations: 
1 
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PR Ae By sf SN lara 
Ron} We don't hold back our 
eplacements oe 
- P nat 1S opinions, why should 
Available for you? If you would like 
I 


* — Calendar 


something written in 


it ; 
: Please note that the Our Voice or you 
months of June, simply think that 


November & December 
of the Our Voice Urban 
Exposure Calendar 
contain printing errors. 


Replacement calen- 
dars are now available 
from Our Voice. 


For more information, 
please contact Ron at: 
423-2285 Ext. 139. 


We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


Edmonton has gone 
long enough without 
hearing your views, 


send your 


‘pom ses comments to: 


wbjarnason@bissellcentre.org 


ors 
Our Voice 

c/o Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street. 


Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 2H6 


Canada will be a strong 
country when Canadians of 
all provinces feel at home in 
all parts of the country, and 
when they feel that all 
Canada belongs to them. 


PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU 
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High office tea 
Jecision making, not 
substance. |It] consumes 


intellectual capital; it does 
not create it. Most high 
officials leave office with 
the perceptions and 
insights with which they 
entered; they learn how to 
make decisions but not 
what decisions to make.. 


Henry A KISSINGER 
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THE VERDICT 


On TV: 


The Office 


The brain is a wonderful organ. It starts work- 
ing the moment you get up in the morning 
and does not stop until you get into the office. 


- Robert Frost 


We work to eat to get the strength to work to 
eat to get the strength to work to eat to get the 
strength to work to eat to get the strength to 
work. 


- John Dos Passos 


en you consider the hoops of 

necessity that bind you to your 

co-workers for most of your wak- 

ing life, you have to marvel at 

fate - why these individuals for such an end- 

less proximity? You are among the blessed if 

you like and respect your co-workers and these 

feelings are reciprocated. The suffocating 

banality, the bureaucracy, the drudgery and 

oppressive lighting of the modern office is the 

setting for the shriek inducing British TV series 

The Office, both seasons now available on 
DVD. 

Filmed as a mockumentary (the staff are 
all aware they're being filmed), we observe 
the slings and arrows both shot and suffered 
by the staff of Wernham Hogg (paper mer- 
chants), Slough division. Ricky Gervias, who 
plays the boss David Brent, has to be seen to 
be disbelieved. An idiot of the first water, he 
struts and poses as a much-loved boss, coyly 
casting smug glances at the camera when 
he feels he's said something noble or 
sparkling. Gervais is a genius; you'd have to 
be brilliant to play such a perfectly clueless 
bonehead. Though constantly putting his 
foot in his mouth, he never seems to par- 
take of the humble pie that should follow - 
he's just too daft to realize his insensitivity. 
All this makes him oddly endearing; he 
really doesn't get it, he's a child. It can be 
painful to watch at times. The particular 
combination of pathological neediness and 


intrusive bravado often confuses people; i.e. 
you're being pushed around, used as an 
ego-prop and even insulted by someone 
who might burst into tears if you simply 
nudged back - you're defensive and protec- 
tive all at once, best to steer clear. But his 
staff steering clear is the last thing David 
wants. Being a legend in his own mind, he 
Lilliputians and is 
constantly sidling up with a wink-wink, 
nudge-nudge familiarity that's gratingly 
inappropriate. Some (Dawn the receptionist 
and Tim, an agent) handle his buffoonery 
better than others because they're easy 
going. Gareth (Mackenzie Crook), who looks 
like a malnourished POW trying to dress for 
success, is David's constant toady because 
David is the boss and Gareth is power mad. 
Gareth refers to himself as "Assistant 
Manager" even though David keeps correct- 
ing him that it's properly "Assistant to the 
Manager" and ineffectually tries to have the 
staff hear and obey him. It's with Gareth 
that Tim (Martin Freeman) ceases to be easy 
going. Boredom and stifled energy makes 
Gareth an irresistible target for Tim's under- 
used intelligence. This relationship possesses 
all the love/hate attachment of family. Tim 
has endless fun at Gareth's expense because 
he knows exactly what buttons to push (like 
putting Gareth's stapler in a gelatin mold) 
and Gareth falls for the bait over and over. 
One senses he'd actually miss the attention 
if Tim finally did cease and desist but they 
both know this will never happen. One of 
the best devices employed in The Office is 
the "caught on camera" moments when the 
male posturing goes horribly wrong. These 
are expert actors with expert chemistry. 

An odd facet of this program is the endless 
undertow of desperation and steadily draining 
dreams of the main characters. It's a bitter- 
sweet juxtaposition but can leave the viewer 
with a vague weltschmerz, but maybe that's 
just melancholic me. Also, the vulgarity can 
be a bit too rich at times, but maybe that's just 
overly modest me. I don't know; of late, my 
opinions lay like reproachful blank pages. I've 
lost all sense of life's real meaning - the con- 
templations of being human play like a badly 
tuned radio program and the natural quest 
for truth, here in our earthly exile, is a vague 
memory of arrogant youth. I've worked in an 
Office for too long. 


1UCKY 


sees his staff as 


- Keyna Laurence 


Our Voice vendors are now 
equipped with stylish Our Voice 
T-shirts. 


Dress to impress with Our Voice. 


+P 


soled 


‘THE RHUBARB 


Betty Noroin 


Our 
Phoenix 


Je. 


(Part 2) 


(When we left Betty last month, she had 
been shaken awake by her friend only to see 
that there was blood all over the place. 
Betty's friend told her the cops were coming, 
gave her a clean shirt and pushed her out 
the door. 


ecause Betty had passed out dur- 

ing the drinking party the night 

before, she had no idea w 

happened. It was only later that 
she found out. Betty and a group of her 
friends had gone out drinking at a bar. A 
man had offered to buy them drinks and 
they agreed. After a while, he suggested 
they go back to his place, which they did. 
After more drinking Betty passed out and 
it was some time later that the man made 
a move on one of Betty's drinking pals. 
The woman flipped out, and with the 
help of another woman, beat up the guy 
then castrated him with the lid of a tin 
can. He bled to death. The women were 
charged and imprisoned. One of them 
died in the pen. 

Betty moved to Calgary after this trau- 
matic incident. She had nightmares about 
it. She was on and off booze and drugs. 
Then she got into the hard stuff; heroin. 
Betty didn't really have her own life dur- 
ing this time. Drugs and pimps owned 
her. Life was up and down. She met some 
good people like her probation officer and 
detox staff. But she didn't care about her- 
self or anybody else as the years went by. 
She lost her kids, couldn't hold a job and 
she got a bad beating during this period. 
That's why her left eye turns 


hat had 


in sometimes. Betty was on and off the 
street but she just couldn't seem to stay 
off. There's one story that Betty told to 
illustrate the depths to which substance 
abuse pulled her down. She said "Alcohol 
is bad but drugs steals your mind; you're 
not a regular human being anymore. 
There was a woman dressed in fancy 


clothes who walked into the Regis Hotel. I 


this woman went into the washroom my 


friend followed her in. We took her out- 
side, stripped her down and tossed her 
into a trash bin. She didn't deserve to be 
treated like that. She didn't do anything 
to me." 

Despite this kind of hardcore behav- 
iour, there were people in Betty's life who 
believed in her, who saw something in her 
that she didn't see... that she didn't want 
to see. Mary Burlie told her "All you've got 


"One of the reasons 
I stayed on the 
street using drugs is 
because I was 
lonely. I didn't like 
my own company. 
Now I love my 
company. God also 
gave me a cat to 
share my 
company." 
to do is get off the street and do some- 
thing with yourself." Betty said of Mary 
Burlie "When I heard she had cancer it 
really affected me because I lost a buddy. 
She gave her heart and soul to help peo- 


ple.” 
Somebody else with a lot of heart and 


soul was Janis Joplin. Betty admired Janis 
Joplin and wanted to see the movie "The 
Rose" which is based on Joplin's life. Betty 
brought her friend along to the movie 
theatre and when the movie started, they 
broke out a bottle of booze. They drank 
until they passed out and missed the 
movie. They tried again the next night 
but the same thing happened after they 


_ Started drinking again. The third night 


they didn't bring a bottle and managed to 
see the whole film; three nights to watch 
one movie. This kind of lifestyle was 
bound to take its toll. Betty said "There 
was five of us that used to hang out in 
Calgary. I'm the only one left alive. There 
were so many instances when the man 
upstairs was looking out for me." 

One example of this help might be 
Betty's lifelong learning. "When | got off 
the street I went to school. I only had 
grade three standing and people used to 
call me stupid but in 3 years I got my 
grade eleven. It helped me with my poet- 
ry. I can be out for a walk or watching TV 
and it'll hit me." Betty always tries to do 
what she can to help people. "You show 
compassion and show that you care. I 
used to hate it when people who didn't 
know anything would start preaching. 
They'll get nowhere. I'll often say to peo- 
ple ‘Would you like to join me for coffee 
and a soup?" Betty is close to people in 
the Our Voice community. "I really feel 


for [Our Voice vendor] L____. He has 

potential but he's not ready to settle 

down. All we can do is pray he doesn't die 

on the street. You plant a seed of life in 
| nem kn 

To Pm. Opi ql id 


[probation officer] Betty Buzz planted 
seeds for me." Betty observes that it does 
no good to take the substance that people 
are abusing away from them; "They'll 
have a seizure or a heart attack." 

There's a strong sense of family on the 
street. It's not all gloom and doom. I 
asked Betty if this made it hard to come 
off the street, to get into a life of recovery. 
She replied "It hurts when they [other 
street people] make rude remarks but | 
understand that they're just being aggres 
sive to cover up their own fear and sens¢ 
of vulnerability." The strong sense of fami- 
ly notwithstanding, many people will 
wonder why anybody would remain on 
the street for so long. As Betty tells it, the 
answer is psychologically rooted. "One of 
the reasons | stayed on the street using 
drugs is because | was lonely. | didn't like 
my own company. Now I love my compa- 
ny. God also gave me a cat to share my 
company." 

At end of our interview I thanked 
Betty for her time and | said that this arti- 
cle is intended to shed some light on her 
challenges and reveal her success in over- 
coming the many obstacles that she has 
faced in her life. Wanting to help people 
at every opportunity, Betty was quick to 
add "and to get the message out there 
that street folk are people too. They're 
deserving of our respect and our help. It's 
important that the rest of society under- 
stand this or else we'll have more situa- 
tions like the one in B.C. where street girls 
were being slaughtered like animals." 

"Phoenix: Hope From the Ashes" is the 
name of one of Betty Nordin's poetry 
books. Never was there a book more 
appropriately titled. 


- Ron MacLellan 


Project 
KARE 


roject KARE is an investigational unit 

of the Edmonton Police Service, creat- 

ed to examine the deaths of high risk 

missing persons who have been 
found dead in rural areas of Edmonton. Its 
objectives are to investigate all leads and 
capture and prosecute the person(s) respon- 
sible for these hideous crimes. 

Rachel Quinney, a regular here at the 
Bissell Centre, had worked in Edmonton's 
sex trade for at least three years. She was 
found June 11 in a wooded grove east of 
Sherwood Park. She is the sixth prostitute to 
be found dead on the city’s outskirts in the 
last two years. 

Korch Chan, who runs an outreach pro- 
gram for prostitutes, says it's a dangerous 
profession because the women often disap- 
pear for days or weeks at a time, without 
anyone knowing where they've gone. There 
were about 450 women working as prosti- 
tutes in the city last year. 

"You don't have a neighbourhood that 
you belong to, you don't have a routine and 
you disappear for a few days or even a few 
weeks and people don't necessarily notice," 
he said. "That's what puts this population at 
a great risk." 

Her death prompted police to admit that 
ne pers " AhSd OL Or 


was last seen alive May 28, two weeks before , 


her body was found metres from where the 
bodies of other prostitutes had been discov- 
ered. 

The RCMP have set up the Project KARE 
task force to investigate the unsolved deaths 
of prostitutes, now numbering 18 across the 
province, dating back 20 years. 

In the past two years, six women who 
lived "high-risk lifestyles" have been found 
murdered: 


# Rachel Quinney, 19, found in a wooded 
area east of Sherwood Park on June 11, 
2004 


# Sylvia Ballantyne, a 40-year-old mother 
of four, was found in a field near Leduc July 
7, 2003 


B® In January, 2003, Monique Pitre, 30, and 
Melissa Munch, 20, were found days apart 
in different farmers’ fields near Sherwood 
Park. 


@ In April, 2003, the skull and remains of 
Debbie Lake, 29, were found near Miquelon 
Lake, near Camrose. 


@ Edna Bernard, 28, was found in 
September 2002, in a field outside of 
Edmonton. 


@ Rachel Quinney's young life was cut 
short; we wish her family our deepest condo- 
lences. 


Another body was found just before we 
went to print and had not yet been identi- 
fied. 


PHOENIX eS 


A balding phoenix is not as 
good as a chicken. 


CHINESE PROVERB 


VOICE: 


Horse, you flame thrower, 
you shark-mouthed man, 
you laughter at 

the end of poems, 

you brown furry locomotive 
whipping the snow, | am 

a pale shadow beside you. 


ANNE SEXTON 
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Semitendinosus 


Lateral vastus 


Gastrocnemius 


Lateral digital 
extensor 


Deep digital flexor 


Longissimus dorsi 


Medial gluteal 


External intercostal 


Retractor costae 


Long digital extensor 


Caudal deep pectoral 


Riding. a 
Deao Horse 


Some Tribal 
Wisdom 


e tribal wisdom of the Dakota Indians 
was passed on from generation to gen- 
eration and says that "When you dis- 
cover that you are riding a dead horse, 

the best strategy is to dismount." However in 
Alberta Government, Alberta education and 
the private for profit Canadian -Albertans that 
may seek to privatize everything, more 
advanced strategies are often employed and as 
such I am currently recommending them 
(from my Native heritage): 


1. Buying a stronger whip 

2. Changing riders (someone other than R.K. 
perhaps? a shorter jockey without a reddened 
nose) 


3. Appointing a committee to study the horse. 


4. Arranging to visit other countries to see how 
other cultures ride horses. 


5. Lowering the standards so that dead horses 
can be included. 


6. Reclassifying the dead horse as living - 
impaired. 


7. Hiring outside of Alberta Contractors to ride 


the dead horse (or better still hire the rider of 
the dead horse i.e. Capital Health in Calgary 
to ride the dead horse into England to help 
decrease the surgery waiting times for the 
English) 


8. Harnessing several dead horses together to 
increase the speed. 


9. Providing additional funding and / or train- 
ing to increase the dead horse's performance. 


10. Doing a productivity study to see if lighter 
riders would improve the dead horse's perfor- 
mance on the track (in the Legislature 
grounds) 


11. Declaring that as the dead horse does not 
have to be fed, it is less costly, carries a lower 
overhead, and therefore contributes substan- 
tially more to the bottom line of the economy 
than do some other horses (including those 
that R.K. is planning on helping spend 45 mil- 
lion of the Alberta dollars on the track horses 
which could be in Calgary) 


12. Rewriting the expected performance 
requirements for all horses (especially those 
who run on the legislative grounds). 

and of course the favourite... 


13. Promoting the dead horse to a supervisory 
position. 


- Cindy Smith 


¥ 
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Bissell 


Candidates 


Forum 


issell Centre offered its clients a 

chance to find out more about the 

federal election candidates running 

in the riding of Edmonton East on 
Monday, June 21st as it hosted an all-can- 
didates forum. Affordable housing was an 
issue of interest to many people in atten- 
dance. Liberal candidate John Bethel point- 
ed to the federal government's housing 
strategy that relies on matching funds from 
the provinces. The provincial government 
of Ralph Klein has apparently signed on to 
this agreement, although whatever strate- 
gy the governments have concocted to pro- 
vide affordable housing, it has yet to 
soothe the concerns of many of the folks 
who attended the forum. 

Harlan Light of the Green Party pro- 
posed that citizens have a "direct line" to 
Ottawa to deal with foot dragging on the 
part of their respective provincial govern- 
ments. That way, if the provincial govern- 
ment is interfering in the delivery of ser- 
vices from the federal government, the peo- 
ple can notify the federal government of 
this so that steps can be taken to correct it. 
In addition, the Green Party puts forward 
ten key values of a sustainable society. 
These are listed as sustainability, decentral- 
ization, gender equity, non-violence, social 
justice, grassroots democracy, ecological 
wisdom, respect for diversity, community- 
based economics and personal and global 
responsibility. 

A mgjor point of the Conservative Party 
election platform is tax cuts. A lot of people 
are concerned that if taxes are cut then 
social programs will also be cut, as the peo- 
ple in the lower economic bracket who rely 
more on those programs have less political 


Scapular spine 
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Levator 
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Long head of triceps 
Biceps brachii 
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Common digital extensor 
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power. Since the Conservative party candi- 
date, Peter Goldring, did not appear at 
Bissell Centre's all candidates forum, the 


question of tax cuts as they relate to. socia 


were there. John Bethel - who appeared to 
be a strong candidate for the Liberal party - 
had an interesting response when he said 
that "tax cuts are not a solution for social 
programs. They're a solution for budget- 
ing." 

One of the ongoing concerns of many 
experienced voters is that under the current 
electoral system, it is possible for a candi- 
date to be elected who does not best repre- 
sent the riding in which he or she is run- 
ning. One common way in which this 
plays out is when vote splitting amongst 
the elected candidate's opponents allows 
that candidate to slip in through the gap, 
even though the majority of voters did not 
vote for that candidate. A question about 
proportional representation - which seeks 
to address this problem - was put to the 
candidates. The NDP candidate Janina 
Strudwick provided a comprehensive 
answer to this question. "Our current sys- 
tem gives a seat in Parliament to the candi- 
date who receives more votes than other 
candidates, but that often means only 30% 
of the vote. So 70% of the voters don't feel 
their perspective is represented, and don't 
vote. The NDP supports proportional rep- 
resentation that gives seats to each party 
based on a percentage of the vote, repre- 
senting all views. This system also supports 
more women and people of visible minori- 
ties to be in government under gender pari- 
ty and reserved seats that remain vacant 
until filled by an aboriginal or other person 
of a marginalized group." 

The Bissell Centre candidates’ forum 
was one of many provided throughout the 
city and it was encouraging to witness the 
participation of the candidates and the citi- 
zens who came out to educate themselves 
about their voting options. 

- Our Voice staff 
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Bright Lights 


In the Inner City 


Ken Kirk 


en Kirk, 42, lives two blocks east of 
an audio-visual technician at Grant 
MacEwan College, and has exten- 
sive experience as a music promoter. He has 
organized over 500 "happenings" in and 
around Edmonton over a twenty year peri- 
od. The greater part of the musical 
events—many, punk rock concerts—took 
place in the 80's through to the mid- 
nineties. In the 90's, his emphasis shifted to 
politics and events which he worked on with 
Tooker Gomberg and Gomberg's Eco-City 
group. 

Now, Ken's attention is focused on the 
NDP. One of the reasons is its leader. In our 
interview, Ken told me, "To me, Jack Layton 
is the more polished, practical, and better 
dressed Tooker Gomberg.” 

Of course, given Ken's background, 
which includes running afoul of the law 
and even a brief stint in jail as he sought to 
promote the legalization of marijuana, the 
question arises: Is Ken's attraction to the 
party reciprocated? Ken didn't feel that was 
a problem. He insisted, "Here's one thing 
I've learned about this whole political thing: 
you can't please all the people all the time, 
and I'm not trying to do that. I'm trying to 
be me. I think there are enough people 
whose politics are my politics that they'll 
support me." 

Regardless, Ken expressed determination 
to support them, however his search for the 
nomination fared. Ken also pointed out that 
he's no Johnny-come-lately to the NDP hop- 
ing to cash in on Jack Layton's success in at 
least somewhat reviving its fortunes. "Before 
I was in the Marijuana Party, I was NDP, 
except for a short time as a Tory party 
member - only one year. I let the member- 
ship lapse after that. | remember I was 
almost broke. But I passed the Tory head- 
quarters and I had five bucks in my pocket; 
so I thought, ‘what the heck' and | joined." 


Though as much prankish as genuine, 
the Kirk-Tory alliance seemed to work. "I got 
money for my promotional events quite 
readily. We got funding from the Alberta 


~ 


“temporary student grants for summer to 


hire a couple of people, and then a whole 
bunch of people who were in the right-wing 
end of the media ended up supporting us. 
Like, we got a full page out of the Journal; 
we got a bunch of coverage out of the Sun; 
a half page just on me in the Alberta 
Report. Ted Byfield himself did the interview. 
"At the time I was setting up an alterna- 
tive music venue, a bar called Apocalypso. 
We talked a bit about that. He asked me 
about how does punk rock fit in with being 
Tory, and | told him...well...punk rockers 
and Tories have this in common, we both 
want government out of our lives, and that 
was my big quote in the article. He painted 
me to be a rising star in the Tory Party. He 
described me as a Tory in Doc Martin's. I 
thought that was quite funny. The thing 
about the whole mood of the interview 
was...that he didn't seem to catch...was I 
didn't refer to people as being Tory, | just 
kept repeating the word 'rednecked' over 
and over again. He went right along with it. 
He even quoted it. I think that he thought of 
me as a good Tory having a right to use it 
like a black person using the word 'nigger’." 
Commenting on that interview and his 
supposed Tory connections, Ken added, 
"Frankly, I was just trying to get some pub- 
licity for the bar. Look, I have to admit, I do 
have a bit of a right-wing streak in me; I've 
run businesses of my own. Anyhow, getting 
back to the NDP, except for that brief Tory 
thing, it was the NDP I worked for during 
those years, and about the pot thing - look - 
there's something I'd like the public to 
know: I would never have become part of 
the Marijuana Party in a serious sense 
except for feeling that it was keeping me 
alive. I have genetically transmitted epilep- 
sy and the males in my family have died 
fairly early in life. My grandfather Kirk died 


of a seizure and my cousin Stan died of a 
heart attack during a seizure at close to my 
age.’ 

"| had my first full-blown ‘grand mal' 
seizure at age 19, but I didn't realize what it 
was. I finally admitted to myself I might 
have epilepsy, and I was diagnosed in '95. 


* In '98, I was able to get my neurologist to 


apply for exemption from prosecution and 
it was approved in 2001." 

Ken does, however, approve of the recre- 
ational use of pot, too. "Sure, beyond my 
medical needs, | smoked pot when | was 
younger and I have lots of friends that did. 
Well, as I got older I noticed a lot of them 
getting their families or their career oppor- 
tunities ruined by prosecutions. It just 
seemed a stupid law. I really don't get it. It 
just seems like a tremendous waste of public 
resources." 

While accepting that the marijuana 
issue is not as large a concern for the NDP 
as it is for him, he pointed out that his 
views and the party's are not that far apart. 
"On the website, Jack [Layton] says he's into 
decriminalization and modernization of pot 
laws... Most Canadians would prefer to see 
marijuana regulated like alcohol and tobac- 
co so that adults could go to a regulated 
source and purchase it... | want enough reg- 
ulation in place so that parents can keep 
their kids away from it the same as alcohol. 
I don't want to see regulations so lax that 
kids can go out and buy it." 

Though Ken is serious about liberalizing 
the marijuana laws, his vision is not restrict- 
ed to that alone. "I'm more concerned with 
other issues right now." 


‘democratic 


process: 


"l think the biggest issue facing Canadians 
is the decline of democracy. I think that 
Canada is turning into a plutocracy. We're 
being run by the very wealthy and foreign 
interests more every day...handing over our 
sovereignty to transnationals that don't 
really have a democratic agenda at all. | 
don't have any problem with people striving 
to succeed and getting rich - individual ini- 
tiative is a good thing - but I don't think we 
should rape society to make that possible." 


On the 
environment: 


"| think that one thing that’s very important 
is the idea of greening the economy... A sus- 
tainable economy that protects the environ- 
ment and at the same time allows for 
progress and | mean socially progressive 
more than just from a technological point 
of view. I'm all for scientific advancement 
and technical progress, but it needs to be 
done sanely." 


On poverty and 
homelessness: 


"I'm pretty sure the NDP has the most to 
offer on homelessness. Jack has studied the 
problem in depth and even wrote a book. 
He has dealt with issues of homelessness in 


Toronto for quite a number of years. Both 
Jack and Tooker were part of the 1% solu- 
tion where they were saying that if 1% of 
the federal, provincial, and municipal bud- 
gets was devoted to housing we wouldn't 
have homelessness, and that wouldn't be a 
permanent allocation of funds, either. Just 
one year would wipe out homelessness and 
it would just be maintained after that. 


On poverty and 
public transit: 


"Beyond that, the NDP would help the poor 
with public transit. The U.S. has huge fund- 
ing of public transit. Europe and Japan are 
way ahead of us. I know myself from being 
poor that transportation is a big issue. I've 
found it really hard to get ahead at times 
just because I didn't have that two bucks in 
my pocket so I could go across town and do 
that interview. It would be marvellous if 
along with your welfare check you got your 
welfare bus pass..." 


On Canada's 
conscience and 
a return to 
historic values: 


I'm on medical welfare right now 


-OMeDG ad. One oO ne 


I'm the 


, P 
freaGsonD Mm moti- 


ment is because I'm returning back to 


health. I've got a social conscience, a big 
heart, and I really care about this country, 
and I really care about the people in it. We 
were a country with a heart. I want that 
again. We were rated to be the best country 
to live but now we're rated eighth or twelfth 
or something. 

"| want Canada to believe, too - believe 
in itself. We have a tremendous apathy 
amongst our youth. Like, I know young peo- 
ple and their idea is to go out and deal 
drugs on the streets. When | was their age, 
that wasn't what I was thinking. I was 
thinking about going out and getting a job 
and achieving a dream. I want to fight 
against the decline of expectations that's 
going on." 

Alas— or not? — while Ken said with 
great passion that he believes in Canada, 
he also said he believes in the Queen as the 
head of state and committed to uphold the 
Christian Bible as the sole basis of law. He 
and all Canadians are subject not to man's 
law but to God's, and he has on different 
occasions stressed that point in Canadian 
courts. Hmm...could we have a problem 
here? Well, not necessarily a political one, 
according to Ken. "Let me remind you," Ken 
said, "there are a lot of Christians in this 
country, and they have the vote." 

Well, the man lives on or below the 
poverty line, fights tirelessly for the poor, 
and by the time this article appears, will 
have spent much of his meagre income to 
win an NDP nomination. So I say — eccen- 
tricities notwithstanding, and whether he 
turns out to have won or lost that nomina- 
tion — Ken Kirk remains a winner in the 
inner city and all points beyond. 


LIGHTS 


The Northern Lights have 


seen queer sights, 
But the queerest 
they ever did see 


Was the night on the marge 


of Lake Lebarge 


| cremated Sam McGee. 
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man with a talent does 


hat is expected of him, 


makes his way, constructs, 


is an engineer, a 
composer, a builder of 


bridges. It's the natural 


order of things that he 


construct objects outside 
himself and his family. The 
woman who does so is 


aberrant.... We have to 
expiate for this cursed 


talent someone handed 


8 


out to us, by 
mistake, in the black 
f genetics 


mystery 
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100% Pink 
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2~ Generation 
50% Pink 
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The Effect of Inbreeding, 


{ pure red strain of Four-o’clocks is crossed with a pure white strain; result, all 
inks. The pinks are inbred; resuli, 25 per cent. pure reds, 25 per cent. pure whites, 
f 3 fk 


50 per cent. pinks (see Pig. 170). The 


generation of inbreeding halves the perceni 


that of pure red 
y 


and Ww 


separate strains are again inbred; each 
of mixed (pink) plants, and doubles 
hite strains. 
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Frenetic 
Genetics 


Hardwired for 
Leadership 


tbertans openly revel in Premiere 

Ralph Klein's social gaffes. There 

was the time he stumbled into 

an Edmonton homeless shelter 
and offered a tongue-lashing in a drunken 
stupor. Then there was the incident at the 
Calgary Stampede when he was pied in 
the face while addressing concerns over 
Mad Cow Disease. Of course, there was his 
recent press conference temper tantrum, 
which Klein stormed out of, after being 
accused of plagiarizing an essay. So how 
does someone like Klein get into office in 
the first place? 

Psychological research shows that some 
of us may be hardwired to be leaders, while 
others are programmed to be followers. 
Other studies have found that leadership is a 
skill that is learned and not genetically 
inherited. There's also evidence that a charis- 
matic personality gamers more votes than a 
knowledgeable brain (see: Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and the California Recall). 

Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu once wrote, 
"A leader is best when people barely know he 
exists, not so good when people obey and 
acclaim him, worse when they despise him... 
But a good leader who talks little when his 
work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will say, 
‘We did it ourselves." Rudy Giuliani seemed 
to be walking the path of a "good leader" 
soon after he finished both his term as 
mayor of the Big Apple and rebuilding the 
spirits of New Yorkers post-9/11. But then he 
hit the talk show circuit. Followed by numer- 
ous appearances at obscure televised events 
(the VH1/Vogue Fashion Awards?!). And 


en he re ised Nis DOOk Leaders! 


Now he still seems to be everywhere and 
New Yorkers are sick of him. 

Similarly, the Dalai Lama's visit (not the 
Dalai Lama per se) left some New Yorkers 
feeling queasy when they saw the Buddhist 
monk plastered on a multi-story billboard 
near Times Square before his visit to Central 
Park last year. An overexposed politician, 
including non-political political leaders like 
His Holiness, may lead to a drop in their 
popularity. A joint study conducted by politi- 
cal science researchers at the University of 
Montreal and the University of British 
Columbia found that political parties in 
Britain have usually enjoyed a jump in pop- 
ularity following the selection of a new 
leader. That's because, like James Bond, most 
Brits prefer things shaken, not stirred. 
Novelty is exciting and even the best of lead- 
ers grow tiresome. 

Yet, female leaders who are overexposed 
by the media's spotlight tend to fair better 
than men—even when they're not political 
leaders per se. One week before the world 
mourned the passing of Mother Theresa, a 
leader in humanitarian work, an estimated 
2.5 billion viewers tuned in for the funeral of 
Diana, "The People's Princess." It became 
television's most extensive broadcast opera- 
tion ever, involving 100 cameras, 300 techni- 
cians and 22 outside broadcast units in 
London alone, according to MORI, a market 
research firm based in London, England. A 
similar outpouring of grief was shown at the 
funeral for Argentina's most notable first 
lady, Eva Peron, who became a beacon of 
hope for lower-class workers even though she 
was once just the poor, illegitimate love child 
of her father’s mistress. 

Women, on average, are also more likely 
than men to be dubbed the best boss in the 
workplace, according to Psychology Today. 


An analysis of 45 studies found that bosses 
who employed a "transformational" style of 
leadership-mentorship where employees are 
encouraged to build their own skills and cre- 
atively change the company they work for- 
were deemed as the most effective leaders 
especially when organizations were depen- 
dant on remaining innovatively competitive 
Men, in contrast, frequently used "transac- 
tional” management styles, where they 
rewarded good performers and punished 


poor behaviour 


The management style that leaders 
choose to employ may in fact be learned 
from their parents. Family guy expert 
Stephen R. Covey has written, “Parents are 


handing life's scripts to their children, scr pts 


that in all likelihood will be acted out for the 
rest of the children's lives." Yet, for more than 
half a century, psychologists have arqued 


that nature-and not nurture-created some of 


the world's greatest leaders. That was until 
Bruce Avolio, a professor at the University of 
Nebraska, presented over a decade of 


research showing that leadership skills could 
be taught, learned and mastered. His team 
of researchers interviewed both high-ranking 
military officials and vice-presidents in high- 
tech firms, and discovered that leaders were 
highly influenced by parents who pushed 
them to set goals, seek and incorporate feed- 
back from peers, live by high standards of 
moral conduct and lead peers. 

Other researchers have found that a well- 
liked business leader speaks fluently with a 
well-moderated voice tone, makes direct eye 
contact, chooses to sit_at.the head of the — 

ible and uses fluid hand gestures. A bu 
ness leader who is considered ineffectively 
rude and domineering speaks loudly with an 
angry tone, points fingers when speaking to 
others, lowers their eyebrows, has stiff body 
posture and uses forceful hand gestures 
(think of Paul Martin's clenched fists). 

Obviously, body language may be easier 
to read than the little white lies a politician 
tells that are sandwiched between truths 
According to Albert Einstein, "Whoever is 
careless with the truth in small matters can- 
not be trusted with the important matter.' 
From the scandalous Watergate impeach- 
ment to the infamous stained blue dress to 
the supposed weapons of mass destruction, 
American presidents seem to be aroused by 
the challenge of lying. Richard Nixon, Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush may actually 
have started telling fibs earlier than you 
think. In fact, researchers at Colgate 
University have found that the best deceivers 
as children actually emerge as leaders when 
they're socializing on the playground. In one 
experiment, psychology researchers gave 
preschoolers a drink that was either sweet or 
tart and asked the kids to say that the drink 
was sweet regardless of how it tasted. Kids 
with superior social skills had the ability to 
lie successfully, manipulate others and 
remained the most influential leaders in the 
playground. 

So why do we keep voting for our 
province's foible-prone premiere to stay in 
office? He's as charismatic as a clown and 
therefore entertaining-the cartoon version of 
what a leader should be. And since we all 
like cartoons, why bother changing the 
channel? It's only when you grow up and 
realize that there are other entertaining char- 
acters on the tube starring in much more 
educational programs worthier of our atten- 
tion. 

- Neil Parmar 
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The Benefits of 


Voting with 
your Heart 


Over the last 40 yea Cec Garfin has 


A Deputy returning officer 


3. A polling station supervisor 
4. Scrutineer 
5. Campaign Manager 
6. Candidate in 1986 Provincial Election 
hus I am not only voting, but I 
have a good overview of the 
whole Voting process, which is 
not only a right but a privilege 
In many countries, you cannot vote, 
and in some other countries you can 
vote, but there is only one name on the 
ballot. In other countries, you have 
rigged elections or in the parallel exam- 
ple i.e. the last U.S.A. election the so 
called "winner" of the election i.e. George 
W. Bush Jr. actually got fewer votes than 
Li} 


SELECTED PRESIDENT by the elec- 
toral College - which truly illustrates that 
every vote does count. In this June 28th, 
2004 Federal Canadian election each 
vote could provide $1.75 for the party of 
the candidate receiving it, if (first time 
ever), giving [if 2% in the riding or 5% 
nationally] valuable resources to fringe 
parties to carry on and be better off in 
fighting future elections. 

Before you vote, you should learn as 
much as you can about each candidate. 

If two candidates seem equal in the 
most important areas, then you should 
examine their party's policies before you 
make your choice. 


Part II: 


n the last Federal election (2001) 

only about 61% of the registered vot- 

ers actually cast a ballot. According 

to the Fair Vote Canada, we ranked 
109th among 163 nations in voter 
turnout in the 1990's . 
This can result in a situation whereby a 
political party can win a majority of the 
seats with a minority of the popular 
vote. This applies on the provincial as 
well as in the municipal, and federal 
election levels. 

In 1984, under Brian Mulroney the 
Conservatives took 75 % of the seats 
with only 50% of the vote. 


Continued on the Next Page... 
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Democracy 
Baby! 


re you ready to rumble ?? It starts 

off with the usual sparring a slight 

blow to the right from the Marxist 

kid. A quick kick to the deposit 
from the reform oops Canadian ally no the 
conservatives. And the Liberals relying on 
her record calm coo! defending herself from 
the blows coming in the left and the right. 
Malcom is x marking the spot and deliver- 
ing lightening fast word punches to the sin- 
ister right. And the Green is just sitting calm- 
ly watching the massacre picking daisies 
and singing its not easy being green. 

It's the second round and all the candi- 
dates are avoiding the punches ahem issues. 
Skirting, dodging, weaving them so much 
you don't think you're at a political debate 
you think your at a crafters nook. 

But the punches are getting wilder. And 
the Green manages a few Gandhi punches 
to the Rights. It looks as if the Right are get- 
ting a bit beaten. Even though the Liberals 
try to back step to the Left they’re getting 
slaughtered in the onset. 

And oh we did not see it coming or 
maybe we did. From the wings a crazed 


manager whacks Malcolm over the head. 
Saying this is for the past. But he does not go 
down alone. The Green hugs him and calls 
him a hero. The Liberal shrugs and says the 
past is the past. And the Conservative blue 
hoots about his own shaded past. And the 
Marxist shakes his hand and says you're a 
champ mallie you're a champ 

It's the end of the match folks. And the 
Left and the Right have dog-positioned in a 
final grudge match knocking each other out 
The only victor is the Green hornet who 
stayed out of the match avoiding the blows 
smelling flowers. Unfortunately, he tripped 
over the rare tree frog he saved and knocked 
himself out as well. 

The only clear winner in this fight is 
democracy. The house was packed, the ques- 
tions interesting. And unlike some of the 
fights we have seen almost all the parties 
showed up except for the Marijuana Party: 
they forgot. But don't forget to at least make 
your voice heard. From voting to just acting 
in your community. Democracy is more 
than who you vote for. 

- Philip Jagger 


Let your 


voice be 
heard! 


Would you like to 
tell your story to 
Edmonton? 


Are there things 
that happened to 


you that 
you think 


oe 


As 


é cL 


well? 


Should other 
people know 
what's going on? 


Send your story to 
whjarnason@bissellcentre.org 
or come see the 
Our Voice 
editor at the 
Bissell Centre, 
10527 - 96th 
Street. 
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Voting Continued 
from Pg. 9 


In the 1993 federal Elections the 
Conservatives under Kim Campbell 
got 2 seats from 2 Million Votes, the 
winning Liberals got one seat for every 
32,000 votes cast. Twenty years ago, 
jean Chretien competing for the 
Liberal Leadership promised propor- 
tional representation that now is 
referred to in Fair Vote Canada . This 
reporter has been advocating that fea- 
ture of voting since the early 70's and 
it has been working very well in a 
number of European countries for up 
to 30 years. Interestingly enough, it is 
found in whole or in part in 75 other 
countries. 

The Law Commission of Canada 
has just recommended that Ottawa 
adopt a form of proportional represen- 
tation. 


Part Ill 


nother factor that could be 
an election issue is that in 
B.C. a law was passed that 


anvor 


makes it illegal for 


lic about any political matter wWOlle 


candidacy. If caught doing so, and 
that candidate was elected, he or she 
must give up their seat, even if it is a 
Cabinet Minister, or a Premier that is 
guilty. The law 


Province in Canada as well as apply t 


should be in every 
Federal Elections in particular 


- Cec Garfin 


Advertise to 
Edmonton 


If you have a business or 
service and would like to 


reach an educated, 
socially- conscious 
segment of Edmonton, 
try advertising in Our 
Voice. Call Ron at 
423-2285 ext. 139 
to discuss our 
reasonable rates. 


DEMOCRACY mee 


Democracy cannot succeed 
unless those who express 
their choice are prepared to 
choose wisely. The real 
safeguard of democracy, 
therefore, is education. 


FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT 
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The Accountability Files 


BZD sccountasiuiry — 


es Sticking It 
to the Man! 


Our Voice asked the et veapvison wit 
i federal candidates 
what they would 
do to help 


Edmontonians 


American liberty] is 
premised on the 
accountability of free 
men and women for what 
they have done, not for 
what they may do 


5 iy 


living in poverty. 
Their answers are 
recorded below. 

Soon, we will be ens & yodbion ia 


Edmonton. We recognize how 


soliciting responses significant the problem is. 


Certainly I have been dealing with it 


Debby Carlson 


Liberal Party of Canada 


for eleven years in the provincial leg- 


from provincial islature and will bring that experience 
to the national table. We have some 


and municipal key problems we have to address First 


and foremost those people who are 
candidates as well. living on some sort of program be 
SFI or AISH, the rates are not reflec- 
tive particularly of urban costs. And 


Keep your noses we have to address these rates and put 


pressure on provincial governments 


clean, you wacky when and where necessary to increase 


funding to levels that actually reflect 


politicos the cost of where they live and also 


reflect the costs of whether they are 


BBUTT 


single or in a family. The second great- 
est handicap for people of low income 
is housing. Certainly we have some 
new programs coming into place at the 
federal level. We are taking are a look 
at cooperative housing. Which meets 
the needs of people in different kinds of 
living standards a little better than tra- 
ditional housing, and provides commu- 
nity support. | hope when we talking 
about the new deal with municipalities 
that is a cornerstone of those discus- 
sions. 

I have been single parent for fifteen 
years. For a whole year I did not eat 
supper because there was not enough 
money for daycare, making the rental 
car payments. I know for sure without 
a shadow of a doubt that it is harder to 
live in poverty than anything else in 
life. 

I have done campaigning in poor 
areas. Traditionally, they don't vote 
because if you can’t feed your kids the 
last thing on your mind is voting. 


Kevan Hunter 
Marxist-Leninist 
Party of Canada 


aise the standard of living in 
Canada. Housing is a huge issue. 
We need social housing. Housing is 
too important to be left to the pri- 
vate sector in our opinion. We need more 


social housing. The funding to build social 
housing needs to come from restricting the 
rights of land developers to make profit. 
Canadians need to control the economy. 
All the important decision are made by 
those who own the corporations. 
Companies like Stelco and Air Canada and 
the first people they come to is to the work- 
ers. They say you must give up your wages 


and concessions in order that this company ~ 


viable for the future and completive in the 
global whatever. 

I have no real personal experience living 
in poverty. I consider myself working class. 
Last summer worked in the Kitchner Water 
youth collective. Which is a collective of 
youth and streets in Kitchner Waterlou 
Ontario. They have a youth drop in centre 
called the spot. 

Everyone has been through an election 
and see what happens. People are no better 
for it. Not only people in poverty but every- 
one is alienated from the political system in 
Canada. Because they bring parties to 
power that don't represent the people. Our 
stand is it should be one political party that 
comes to power it should be everyone. 


Malcolm Azania 


New Democratic Party 


e first thing is our national plat- 
form. It has a number of incentives 
like social housing. The Liberal 
government has starved social 

housing programs. And while they are mak- 
ing big claims now, they have broken so 


many of their promises to Canada's most 
vulnerable people. Hopefully, we will be a 
minority government and hopefully we be 
able to push our pledges as well as pursuing 
a much enhanced public healthcare system 
Pharmacare is a bulk buying of medicine 
and that means poor folk can afford to buy 
expensive medicine they need 

We did not go on trips when I was a kid, 
it was a different time. There wasn't the 
pressure on parents to buy all this crap all 
these so called designer things. I was one of 
those many who grew up poor who never 
saw themselves as poor because there was 
no stigma with not having money. | was 
raised in a very progressive Catholic tradi- 
tion and there the poor are righteous. I am 
happy that I grew up poor because it has 
made me frugal; it means | was raised with 
progressive values. And it made me under- 
stand why people have such a tough time 
in life. 

In general the effect is clear: the more 
disadvantaged you are the less likely you 
are to have an effect on those who make 


you disadvantaged. When you are working 


you know that often you are 100 percent 
right. And for the record, I am wearing $11 
super store shoes, a secondhand jacket and 
$15 Army and Navy pants. 

A lot of those people sitting in an office 
don't know the price of milk, baby food or 
diapers. 

Being poor has a lot of disadvantages 
but that does not mean that poor folks 
should not vote. It gives us all more reason 
to act collectively when people don't deserve 
to be poor. 


in expensive suits don't care about you and 


Ed Spronk 


Christian Heritage Party 


ou know our name Christian 
Heritage Party and you understand 
the record Christians have towards 
poverty and service and compas- 
sion to the disadvantaged. What we would 
do is implement policy and programs which 


the welfare corporations and use it where 
the Nation requires it where people who are 
disadvantaged would benefit the most. 
Being good stewards of the resources we 
have, we would pull through and study 
those issues. 

My church is situated in a more impov- 
erished part of town. I don't know if we 
have true poverty in Canada because we 
are a wealthy nation. Nobody has to really 
go hungry or without a house. There is 
some form of assistance somewhere — if not 
the State, the churches for sure. As a church 
we have helped out numerous people who 
have come for food or blankets. 

Their needs are not being addressed 
because our country is wealthy and grow- 
ing. And it’s not an issue because it’s 
ignored. And they don't have a voice 
because they don't have the money to make 
a motion. The CHP can relate because it's 
not a million dollar party, we have to count 
every penny, so we understand the plight of 
the poor in this country. 


Contin n the n e 


ACCOUNTABILITY @i\ 


How can the physique be 
braced if no fresh breath 
from the outer world is 
suffered to permeate the 
languid, enervating air of 
the drawing-room? How can 
the grasp of the mind be 
vigorous, without action? 
Daughters of inherited 
wealth, or accumulated 
labor! the wide door of 
philanthropy is open 
peculiarly to you! Your 
life-work lies beyond your 
threshold: your wealth has 


placed you above the 


whole time of so many of 
your brothers and sisters. 
You are the almoners of 
God. A double 
accountability is yours. 


Harrior K. HUNT 
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ae ACCOUNTABILITY 


To be a tourist is to escape 
accountability. Errors 
and failings don’t cling to 
you the way they do back 
home. You're able to drift 
across continents and 
languages, suspending 
the operation of sound 
thought. Tourism is the 
march of stupidity. You're 
expected to be stupid. The 
entire mechanism of the 
host country is geared to 
travelers acting stupidly. 
You walk around dazed, 
squinting into fold-out 
maps. You don’t know 
how to talk to people, how 
to get anywhere, what the 
money means, what time 
it is, what to eat or how to 
eat it. Being stupid is the 
pattern, the level and the 
norm. You can exist on 
this level for weeks and 
months without 
reprimand or dire 
consequence. Together 
with thousands, you are 
granted immunities and 
broad freedoms. You are 
an army of fools, wearing 
bright polyesters, riding 
camels, taking pictures of 
each other, haggard, 
dysenteric, thirsty. There is 
nothing to think about but 
the next shapeless event 
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Sticking it to the Man Continued from Pg.11 


Sean Tisdall 


Progressive 
Canadian Party 


am fighting the privatization of Petro 

Canada. It is going to have a serious 

impact on the price of basic consumer 

goods — things that help make ends 
meet. Also for those who want to demon- 
strate and protest the issues of poverty, | am 
a strong advocate of free speech and oppose 
the Public Safety Minister’s Anti-Terror Act. 
Too often we are bundling up security con- 
cerns with infringements on free speech and 
on public assembly and protest. 

I work for forty hours a week at Petro 
Canada, which doesn't make me poor but 
puts me at a lower income level. 1 grew up 
in a single father household where we didn't 
have a fridge. We had a freezer so we had to 
neat up and deliros veryining. o KNOW 
what it’s like to make ends meet and how 
tight it is to stretch those ends. 


Rahim Jaffer 


Conservative Party 


t's a question that is really important here 

in Edmonton where | have done business 

and lived for quite a number of years. We 

see that people who obviously seem to be 
living in poverty are on the rise and we see that 
quite a bit on Whyte Avenue and in the area. 
Clearly, it's becoming a problem for business 
owners and other people living in the area 
They want to try to help these people but there 
is nothing in place to help. So we have tried to 
work with a number of these particular groups, 
including the Old Strathcona Business 
Association and the Old Strathcona 
Foundation to see how can we deal with this 
problem of poverty. There is a role that federal 
governments can play. It needs to be worked on 
through the community and there needs to be 
partnerships with all levels of government to 
work with the communities to address the 
issues of poverty. The other thing that seems to 
be troubling is that there seems to be many 
young people falling through the cracks and 
ending up in situations of poverty, because if 
you look around Whyte avenue and other 


places you see the ages getting younger. 
Clearly, there is a breakdown in the system that 
goes farther back — be it in the education or 
family. Our approach to poverty has to be 
more comprehensive. That's why I say it has to 
involve all different levels of government. It’s 
not only going to take a lot of money but also 
support from the community. 

My experience came on a personal level at 
a young age when my family emigrated from 
East Africa. The government basically confis- 
cated everything from us and kicked us out. My 
parents had to start all over again. The type of 
jobs my father took were labour jobs and my 
mom also found employment. There was not a 
lot of money at the end of the day for us. My 
mom would do what she could inlcuiding skip 
ping a meal to make sure we were well fed or 
clothed. It was due to my parents’ past job 
experiences and community support that they 
got out of that situation. Tt would have been 
very difficult to break the cycle that most peo- 
ple today have fallen into. And that's why we 
need to attack the problem of poverty. 

I am hoping that people who have found 
themselves in difficult situations find the time 
to vote even if it might be difficult. Clearly, par- 
ties have an interest or proposal on the issue. 
For these people to evaluate these issues and 
make their voices heard. This could have a pro- 
found impact on the election. | hope they find 
a way to express their interests in various can- 
didates and issues and vote. Poverty should be 

in elec n issue. | 0S] mpton I I 
ple is barely 


$15,000. 


98000, yet the poverty lin 


Cameron 
Wakefield 


Green Party 


here are number of factors that con 

tribute to poverty. There is upbringing 

mental illness, health issues, some 

social programs are not being offered. | 
would attack the issue of mental illness because 
I hear that is a large part of homelessness. 

I have some experience with it personally. I 
have had stints now then in the Nineties when 
I did not have work and missed meals. I have 
known a lot of homeless people over the 
decades and have let a few crash at my house. 

My hope is that people in poverty and 
homeless people get a chance to vote. I heard 
that it’s hard to vote if you don't have a fixed 
address, | hope that the politicians will address 
that issue. 

- Philip Jagger 


Let your 


voice be 
heard! 


Would you like to 
tell your story to 
Edmonton? 


Are there things 
that happened to 
you that 


affect others as 
well? 


Should other 
people know 
what's going on? 


Send your story to 


wbjarnason@bissellcentre.org 


or come see the 
Our Voice 
editor at the 
Bissell Centre, 
10527 - 96th 
Street. 


A Recap of 
the Jane 
Federal 

Low-Cost 
Housing 
Forum 


The panel consisted of Malcolm 
Azania - N.D.P., John Bethel - Liberal, 
Peter Goldring Progressive & 
Conservative, and Dave Parker - b 
Green Party. F 


Malcolm agreed that there was a 
great need for more affordable hous- 
ing and he also felt that Social 
Services monies should be more effec- 
tively channeled to meet the housing 
expenses of their clients. 


John Bethel - talked about what 
the Liberals have contributed i.e. 1.6 
to 1.9 Billions of dollars for affordable 
housing and in 2003, they increased 


an 
THOM oa 1 ON 


ars 


Peter Goldring feels 1% of the total 
federal budget is not adequate to 
meet the affordable housing need in 
Canada. 


In Edmonton Mr. Goldring states 
that up to 40 % of the inner city hous- 
ing or rental units has been or will 


become condominium conversions. 


Mr. Goldring also showed an 
architect's design of a multi-unit low 
income building that actually only 
cost 30,000.00 dollars per unit. The 
developer of that project was refused 
a permit by the city of Edmonton 
Development department who then 
approved a similar unit costing 
almost 45,000.00 dollars per unit of 
development that was actually 
designed for profit construction 


Dave Parker compared his living 
experience in Co-op housing with Co- 
Op housing that was available in 
Edmonton. (Which may or may not 
be a valid comparison due to the lack 
of available information). There was 
a lack of understanding of his com- 
parison and as to how this could help 
us here in Edmonton. Alberta 
Canada. 


Near the end of this housing 
Forum, virtually all of the panelists 
brought forward and re-iterated their 
party platform for e.g. 


1. Health care issues 
2. Adscam 
ai Koyoto Accord 
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Right 


Lights 


In the 


"You can leam from other people, whether in 
community, or prison, or anywhere." 


Gary Garrison 


ary Garrison, PhD, professor of 

English Literature, and a man who 

will have a bird when he sees that 

I've introduced him in so preten- 
tious a way... Gary Garrison took on part- 
time teaching after twenty years of much 
more lucrative employment as a provincial 
civil servant at the Alberta Legislature. Early 
on, he was an assistant to the Speaker of the 
House; later, the Editor of Hansard. He held 
that post for 18 years. 

So, Gary — a creature of the suburbs 
(Millwoods), prestigiously employed, nice 
home, nice family — makes a job change. 
Yah. So? Why does that get him a spot in 
Our Voice, a street newspaper dedicated to 
telling the story of the marginalized? 

Because there is much more to this story 


than first appears. This is not a tale of com- 
fortable semi-retirement, of a teacher choos- 
ing finally to teach after putting away a 
bundle in a better paying job. This is a story 
of choosing the margins. 

His children having grown up, and with 
his marriage and his job in crisis, Gary felt 
both free and compelled to remake his life. 
He left Millwoods, eventually settling in the 
McCauley area where he has lived now for 
13 months. He's in one of five houses spotted 
throughout the inner city that are operated 
by the Innroads Co-op. Before that, though, 
he had worked for many months as a volun- 
teer in a soup kitchen at the Marian Center. 
It's on 96th St., north of 106 Ave. Gary 
describes it briefly... 


- It's one of the places in the inner city 
that does free lunches for street people. A 
group of Catholic lay people runs it. It's 
something like a lay monastery. That was 
after I left the civil service...before starting 
the prison work. 


A volunteer in a soup kitchen? Prison work? 
Who could have seen all this coming? From the 
outside, maybe one clue was Gary's growing 
environmental consciousness. In his last years at 
the legislature, he began biking to work, winter 
and summer. 


- Five thousand kilometres a year 
between Millwoods and the ledge. I com- 
pletely wore out the bike's drive train in one 
winter. 


A new home 


Once his work c wee - in fact, his whole life 

Gary realized he needed to be in the inner 
city, and not only to prolong the life of his bat- 
tered bike. 


- | wanted to live in some place central 
[to the Marian Centre and then to what 
would become his work in the Edmonton 
maximum security prison, and to King's 
College where he does his teaching.]. | could 
n't readily afford a car, but there was a spiri- 
tual side. I wanted to live without a car that 
pollutes and is too much hassle to maintain. 

My life is radically different. I intention- 
ally have a small place - two rooms 10 x 10 
and a shared bathroom with two other peo- 
ple. I'm not tempted to buy stuff because I've 
no place to put it. | may be close to the line, 
but I'm not destitute. I'm at a point where | 
can choose not to work at what I don't 
believe in, and I can choose to work based 
on my values and not on how much money 
it'll get me. 

Some of the friends I've had up to my 
place have commented it's no bigger than 
the space the prisoners at the max live in. 
That underlines for me that it's a matter of 
perspective. I'm comfy. I've lived there 13 
months, and if | moved out it wouldn't be 
because it's too small. 


- A thought occurred to me since I moved 
to the inner city. I lived for over 20 years in 
Millwoods and I grew up in the U.S. in sub- 
the key principles of suburbia 


One of 


urbia 


a castle with a patch of grass arene it 
rather than a moat. You're supposedly self- 
sufficient and when you go out, you hop 
into a compartment of steel and glass and 
transport yourself elsewhere. In the inner 
city, you necessarily develop connections 
with neighbours. This is home to me. My 
first year here, I made a heck of a lot more 
friends than I did in my first ten years in the 
suburbs. 


The former job 


Gary's disappointment with Alberta's ruling 
party and its attitude towards the poor and the 
environment figured heavily in the growing 
stress that led to his abandoning his career as 
editor of Hansard, but what kept him going as 
long as he did — eighteen years rubbing shoul- 
ders with a Tory government he found difficult to 
respect. 


- One of the things was the belief that I 
was providing the public with a valuable 
and indisputable record of what was said in 
the Legislature. Of course, there was a lot of 
stuff that I disagreed with over the years, but 
I convinced myself I could go on producing 
a faithful record, a solid basis for the public 
to at least know what the government was 
doing. Finally, I realized I was in charge of 
producing this record that virtually no one 
in the general public had any interest in. | 
felt like Cassandra, the prophetess in the 
Greek myths. She had a two-edged curse. On 
the one hand, she was always able to see the 
truth and tell the truth; but, on the other, no 
one would believe her. 


and the new 


- There's a real connection between the 
inner city and the prison. The inner city pro- 
vides a lot of its customers, and it's a place 
where released prisoners come for support. Of 
course, it can be a wrong place to be for some- 
one trying to restart their life 


- I get volunteers to visit prisoners who oth- 
erwise would have no visitors. Corrections rec 
ognizes these guys have to have community 
contact if they're ever going to make a life for 
themselves. 


Gary believes there's not necessarily that great a 
difference between the unsanctioned criminal vio- 
lence of social outcasts and the sanctioned violence 
of our political leaders. He finds a confusion in a 
society that is comfortable punishing some who are 
violent, yet applauds others. 


- There are political and social dimensions 
to putting some people in prison and reward- 
ing others. It's easy to say someone has sold 
highly addictive drugs, or beaten someone, or 
murdered, but I remind people the country I 
was born in was compelling me to go to 
Southeast Asia to kill people. | wouldn't, and if 
I returned to the U.S. now they'd jail me for 
refusing to kill people. And they rewarded 
Henry Kissinger for arranging the murder of 
millions; they didn't throw him in jail. 


What the 


for Gary 


- I'm still getting my bearings. I'm always 
searching for something more. Starting my life 
completely over, it's way too early to say my 
life is complete, but I'm intrigued and excited 
about what's around the next comer. I used to 
suffer from asthma. Part of what I'm doing liv- 
ing downtown is something like dealing with 
the deep seated anxiety of will I be able to 
breathe. It's just like pedalling up Grierson Hill. 
If 1 don't think how high it is and just keep my 
eyes on the road in front of me, I can climb it. | 
find that an excellent metaphor for life. 


- I'm comfortable with seeing my life as a 
wonderful new adventure holding more sur- 
prises and delights for me than I can even 
imagine. I'm starting to write poetry and one 
of the things I'm planning to do over the sum- 
mer is see where that takes me. I have no pre- 
conceptions. I'm confident it will lead me to 
discover lots of new and wonderful things 
about life and myself. 


...and a couple 
of plugs 


- Would you put in a plug for prison work? 
We're looking for volunteers for visiting, music 
nights, sports programs at the max. The 
Edmonton Institute for Women, too. They need 
the same kind of help. And a plug for the 
Fireweed Institute. They were an excellent sup- 
port for me as | made my changes. Showing 
me how to tread lightly on this earth, and the 
possibility of living by my own values, and 
that there's a whole bunch of people in 
Edmonton interested in doing the same thing. 


- Fabian Jennings 


LIGHTS 


We waste our lights in vain, 
like lamps by day. 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
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“poondoggle” 


this 


n, that word Is 


going to be enshrined in the 
hearts of the American peo- 


ple for y 


ears to come 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
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Boondoggles 
with AISH 


hen individuals who have had 

dealings with any branch of 

the Province's Human 

Resources Department gather 
for any reason, eventually the tales begin. 
What bonehead thing has Social Services 
done now? Everybody has a story. We share 
them, sometimes with anger, sometimes 
with wry humor. It helps not to feel so 
alone, to know that you are not the only 
victim of ineptitude, malice, pettiness or 
whatever motivates these people. | have a 
tale of a boondoggle that I have been grind- 
ing away trying to resolve since last 
October. 

1 am on AISH, Assured Income for the 
Severely Handicapped. One of the things I 
had to do in order to apply in 2001 was to 
apply for any CPP Disability Benefits | 
might be eligible for. CPP takes a while to 
process these applications, so AISH paid full 
benefits for a number of months while wait- 
ing for the CPP claim to process. Eventually 
the CPP benefits were instated and | 
received a back payment for the time for 
which I had been eligible for these pay- 
ments prior to applying for them. Along 


with the bulk payment came a notice that 
about a third of these benefits had been for- 
warded to AISH to reimburse them for the 
CPP portion of the funds that they had paid 
in full AISH benefits before CPP finished 
processing my application. The CPP pay- 
ment that comes every month is deducted 


Does my 
caseworker just 
think this will go 
away if she just 
ignores me? 


dollar for dollar from the AISH budget. My 
income comes approximately half from CPP 
and half from AISH. 

Early last winter AISH sent a notice 
telling me that they were doing a recovery 
of a certain number of dollars every month 
on my AISH cheque because they had paid 
full benefits during the time that I was wait- 
ing for the CPP to process my claim and this 
was an overpayment that had to be 
returned. I was out of town at the time; the 
situation was too complicated to get the 
people I had entrusted with my paperwork 
to handle to deal with in my absence so | 


EBOTT 


waited until I got back to begin the process 
of sorting this issue out. I didn't think at the 
time it would be all that difficult. I have the 
notice from CPP saying that they have paid 
out these funds on my behalf right? Two 
things could have gone wrong. CPP might 
not have paid out this money the way they 
said they had, or AISH might have received 
the money but recorded it the wrong way. 
Either way it is simply a fairly straightfor- 
ward bookkeeping error easily rectifiable by 
moving a number from one column to 
another, or so I thought. 

So I ask AISH, do you have any record of 
having received this money on or about 
such and such a date? No, they haven't. So 
then I ask CPP, do you have any records 
documenting the payment of these funds to 
AISH? Yes, they do. Can you send them to 
me? Yes, no problem. So I forward the docu- 
mentation that I have received from CPP to 
AISH and politely ask my worker to get the 
AISH bookkeepers to double-check their 
work. So far everything has been pretty nor- 
mal. Now the weirdness begins. 

My AISH worker does not even acknowl- 
edge receiving this information. | think this 
is rather strange, but sometimes mail does 
go astray. So a month later I pay seven dol- 
lars to send her a copy of the first informa- 
tion package by registered mail, just to 
make sure she gets it. Still no response. 

Onward and upward. This month I'm 
going I'm going to send CPP my monthly 
cheque stub and tell them that AISH is still 
not acknowledging receipt of this money 
and propose to them, that since AISH will 
get all its money back again via these 
monthly recovery charges on my AISH pay- 
ments, eventually, CPP might as well just 
rescind the cheque that they sent to the 
Alberta Government in the first place, 
because it obviously is not being used for 
the purpose for which it was intended, and 
send it to me instead. Then I will have the 
cash to replace these recovery charges on 
my AISH income. I bet if CPP trys to rescind 
a cheque to the Alberta Government it will 
at least get the attention of someone a little 
higher on the AISH foodchain than my 
caseworker. 

I really do not understand the lack of 
simple courtesy involved in all of this. Does 
my caseworker just think this will all go 
away if she just ignores me? | find it very 
hard to get into the mindset of petty 
bureaucrats. Does working for the govern- 
ment absolve employees from any responsi- 
bility to treat people they deal with as fellow 
human beings? That is a lot of power to 
expect to get from just a job description. 

This is not a minor issue for me. I pay 
seventy percent of my income on housing 
costs. The ten percent of my total income 
that AISH is revoking via these Recovery 
deductions represents thirty percent of the 
money that I use for food, transportation 


when the bough breaks - eric uhlich - www.thelampshade.ca 
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and other living expenses. The housing 
expense is not very negotiable. By 
Edmonton standards I have a very reason 
ably priced apartment, and I.am going to 
hang on to it. I had a couple of years of sofa 
surfing, enough already. I'm out of vegeta- 
bles and money as | write, a week before the 
checks come out, so I'm going to have to hit 
the foodbank this month, something I 
haven't done for a long time. So the finan- 
cial cost is a tangible reality. 

But much more annoying to me is that 
attitude I'm getting from my caseworker 
that because I am part of a group perceived 
as powerless that I don't have to be 
answered to; that I cannot hold authority to 
account. We'll see. Onward and upward. 


- Theresa McBryan 


ty to imagine*living in a country 
where there isn't a democratic sys- 
tem. where you dare not criticize 
the government, where there is no 


freedom to write articles in the papers dis- 


where you don't discuss politics with any 
one for fear of retaliation. Being apprehen- 
sive in trusting anyone and constantly liv- 
ing in fear. The possibility of being"taken 
hostage by militant groups and taken to 
prison for something you didn't do. 

In 1996, a gentleman was forced to flee 
his country and move to Canada. Joshua 
lived in Ethiopia and Sudan. Both countries 
have non-democratic systems of govern- 
ment. Living in such an environment would 
be very difficult. Many who tried to flee 
were imprisoned and tortured. There are 
two extremes, either very rich or very poor. 

I asked Josh how he liked Canada and 
he indicated to me that he is extremely 
proud and happy to be here. He still has 
family there and I'm sure he must worry 
about them. It probably takes some time to 
put the difficult situations behind. In time 
Josh hopes to go and visit. I'm sure he'll 
really have a better life here. He also said 
he now at least has the freedom to vote. 

Having had the pleasure in talking to 
Joshua, I can now really appreciate living 
here. We have so many freedoms. With 
freedom of choice, we are very lucky. 


- Marie Joki 


but i'm certain that 


when we find it, 
it’) be half-off, or 
at least at a sale 
price. 
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SUBVERSES 


EAGLE PERSON A NEW FACE 


. So the’san shows usthe way by day 
; Be. ‘eee le And the moon does the same by night 
Winass a dto the Meet Each of us can choose which way 
98 SP . To go; whether by Faith or Fright 
Eyes opened to see everything 
Body full of gifts Scat 
a ccasionally- we-are challenged to-go far POETRY rv. 4 
ee . ay a LRP AM From familiar friends and faces 
Howsisita person could All of us are guided by a star 
daydream of flying. 


To on. our faith and graces 
Lam-curious- about all 


the Heavens, angels, eagles 
and life. 
Eagles are-wise 
They-are sacred 


And soit was on June the fourth 
That | took-a tentative step toward-a new life ———— 


Driven by a wonderful woman of God's green-earth Poetry is essentially the 


Life goes on and even without‘a-wifé antithesis of Metaphysics: 
to First Nations Metaphysics purge the 
Tam-an eagle person A parting from a-confused life is relief ssp doriipiiesis seta 


A real-person 
with hope rewards of 
life; obstacles in life 


cultivate the 
disembodiment of the 
spiritual; Poetry is all 


A pleasant changé of wind is on the way 
A brighter future than past 1 believe 


Anticipating each-day with a smile is for me. passionate and feeling 
But only I could over and animates the inani- 
: : oe : mate; Metaphysics are 
come the life I built Now that a spiritual street must be included sibey heltlect wien: con: 
a prison of walls In all of us there must be some diversion cerned with universals; 
I can open these walls Now that I realize this poem must conclude Poetry, when most con- 
And fly like an eagle Before eyelids get closed and fingers get pencil infection cerned with particulars. 
Spread the word of Hope ae | uae: Bec 
Love, change and more - Ernie W. Ballandine 
- Marj Bruno 


GRATEFUL MIDNIGHT MUTTERINGS 


Sometimes.I hope and pray 


Here | set my.tobacto down That when the night or day 


Thankful-for the ground Comes thatno-one-bought a.tomb-of ton 
Tlie on, cry on; walk on That may commemorate that I passed 
Thankful-for Mother earth. With fellow folks and we gassed 
Here J set my tobacco down Some of Mother Nature's beauty 
Grateful for the gifts I get 


By. blessed bounties both deserved’and why?" 
There's tunes-I regret or forget 
That I.took the wrong road to lead 
However, one's past can lead to-a‘good future. 
As some philosophical-type wrote in some literature 
Now that1'm fighting some illnesses 
Having been a total failure in businesses 
It occurs to me that I'm to blame'too 
For. a lot of Mother Nature's doggy poo 
And sometimes when I wish to boost by. bums’ bean 
I turboprop my. passing wind 
with a can of Pork and Beans 
So human harmony and honesty are best 
But, be it 2004 or what, its time for bed and needed rest. 


From the Creator; 

Such as my eyes, ears, my 
hands, my feet and-my health; 
Gifts of life 
Children, grandchildren 
brothers, sisters, friends 
family,-helping hands.... 
Gifts. of usage 
sage, Sweetgrass, smudge 
rat root, food, waters. 

I set my tobacco down 
For thankfulness, gratefulness. :. 
I have so. much. 


- Marj Bruno - Ernie W. Ballandine 
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A hook shot kisses 

the rim and 

hangs there, helplessly, but 
doesn’t drop 


and for once our gangly 
starting center 

boxes out his man and 
times his jump 


perfectly, gathering the 
orange leather 

from the air like a cherished 
possession 


EDWwarb HirSCcH 
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A Inexpensive meals that can 


Baked 
Tortilla 
Torta 


ou can use many types of veg- 

etable for this dish, as long as 

you cook the excess moisture out 

of each ingredient before it gets 
put into a layer. Try thinly sliced & fried: 
eggplant, zucchini, green tomatoes, bell 
peppers, hot peppers, celeriac, or fennel 
bulb. If something in your fridge needs to 
be used, you can probably use it in this. 
You can also use any meat or seafood. 
Remember, the idea is to make each layer 
hold-on to the other layers, allowing the 
entire stack to not fall over. 


Ingredients: 


- 1 package of 10 large tortillas 

- 1 tin of refried beans 

- 1 pound of hamburger meat, cooked & 
drained of fat 

- 1 pound of grated cheddar 

- 2 large sautéed onions 

- 1 tin of sautéed artichoke hearts 


be made in one pot or pan 


Directions: 
Preheat your oven or BBQ to medium 
heat and spread out the tortillas right on 
the rack for about a minute to make 
them pliable and easy to work with. 
Tortillas can be found in many different 
flavours and the yellow, white, blue and 
red corn tortillas work great as well, 
adding a richer flavour to the dish. This 
torta is built similarly to a lasagne, you 
simply put a thin layer of ingredients 
over each layer with the exception of the 
top layer. You can mix all your ingredi- 
ents (except the cheese) together, or you 
can put a different filling in each layer. 
The only real difference is aesthetic. Each 
layer should have an equal amount of 
cheese. If you choose ingredients such as 
spinach, garlic and artichoke hearts, mix 
some feta cheese along with the melting 
cheese. Try other melting cheeses such as 
smoked gruyere to accompany leftover 
BBQ'd chicken. As long as the torta does 
not fall over, you are doing it right. 
When your tortillas are piled up and 
filled, wrap the whole stack in tinfoil and 
bake or BBQ for 5 minutes on medium 
heat. 


Presentation: 

Allow the torta to cool for a few minutes, 
then slice into pie-shaped wedges. Serve 
with salsa, sour cream and/or guacamole 
with a green salad on the side. 


- Warren Bjarnason 


KPUBLIC 


Adopt a 
Vendor! 


Our vendors are the most huggable 
people in the known universe. Prove 
us wrong people; prove us wrong! 


fell us why your 
vendor is all that and a bag of chips 
and wina 
subscription to 
Our Voice for a year! 


Send your submission to Warren: 


whbjarnason@bissellcentre.org. 


— Or — 


Our Voice 
c/o Bissell Centre 
10257-96 Street. 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
TSH 2H6 


Venoor 
Love 


have lived downtown for the past four 
years and catch the bus on Jasper 
Avenue and 101 Street right in front of 
the Bank of Commerce at 6:25 a.m. - 
Monday to Friday. I have met this wonder- 
ful man Allan who is there in his wheel 
chair to share his terrific smile. I have 
bought the paper from him on many occa- 
sions and love it when he is there at that 
time of the morning and we can chat for a 
moment. I get off work at 3:15 and when I 
pass that spot again often he is still there. 
He has worked a full day in that very same 
spot winter and summer, rain, snow or sun- 
shine - this morning | was lucky enough to 
be on a day off work but passed by there at 
9:30 and there he was so I was able to buy 
the paper this morning. One day I was 
looking for Tix on the Square and was hav- 
ing problems finding just where it was and 
there came Allan down the street - we 
chatted on the corner for a moment and I 
asked him if he knew where it was - he not 
only told me where it was but he actually 
took the time to take me there - I am truly 
grateful he took the extra time with me 
that day. My sincere thanks and apprecia- 
tion for such a wonderful gentleman work- 
ing for your company. Our society should 
have more considerate people like Allan - 
thank you Allan . 
- Marg James 


Let your 


voice be 
heard! 


Would you like to 
tell your story to 
Edmonton? 


Are there things 


that happerted.to 


affect others as, 
went 


Should other 
people Know 
what's going on? 


Send your story to 
wbjarnason@bissellcentre.org 
or come see the 
Our Voice 
editor at the 
Bissell. Centre, 
10527 - 96th 
Street. 


if 


VENDO 


Venoor 
Profile 


George Smith 


eorge is 63 years old, born in 
Calgary, raised in Sylvan Lake 

“Si and has lived the past 4 2 years 
in Edmonton, Alberta. 

When George was healthy, he worked as 
a mechanic doing welding and working in 
the oil patch. George has degenerative 
arthritis as well as suffering from osteoporo- 
Sis. 

George was a friend with Reg. Taylor, the 
oldest Our Voice vendor of about 7 4% years 
and it was the idea of Reg that George 
should try vending in Edmonton. 

George began vending over 3 years ago, 
and found that his control over hours 
worked on location worked well with his 
physical limitations and medical problems. 
He was able to earn the extra money need- 
ed to supplement his pension and really 
liked the position. 

George can be found vending in the 
early mornings in the central L.R.T. station, 
afternoons either by Mountain Equipment 
124 street - 102 avenue on the Bank of 
Montreal corner at 108th Street and 82 
Avenue. George wishes to thank all of his 
supporters over the years and he also says 
he likes being part of the O.V. vending fami- 
ly and would highly recommend selling 
Our Voice to any person in similar circum- 
stances to make the necessary money to 
meet the minimum monthly expenses that 
are increasing faster than a fixed income 
can ever possibly handle. 


- Cecil Garfin 
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Indoors: A 
Good Thing? 


n 1993-1994 the federal and provin- 

cial government cut funding for social 

housing. In 1999-2000 cities led by 

Toronto, called upon the federal- 
provincial governments to declare a 
national disaster on homelessness. Cities 
had seen citizens with no or poor housing. 
Prime Minister Chretien appointed MP 
Bradshaw to head up the task force on 
affordable housing. The federal govern- 
ment provided funding to the Edmonton 
Housing and Trust Fund. At the same 
time, the City of Edmonton provided $1.3 
million to the Trust Fund which it contin- 
ues to do every year. The provincial gov- 
ernment provides $1 million a year. 
Additional shelter space has been added 
over the last four years, but little perma- 
nent affordable housing has been created. 
Both the Liberals and the New Democrats 
say they will target new dollars for perma- 
nent affordable housing. New money 
would be helpful in Edmonton given the 
shortage of affordable housing. 

Should affordable housing be an issue 
in federal, provincial, and municipal elec- 
tions coming up? Jason Mugford is clearly 
in favour that this issue be addressed. The 
provincial government's denial leads the 
much larger social and economic prob- 
lems which is accelerating at a most rapid 
pace right now. 

Affordable housing is only one of the 
many issues that have to be taken care of 
so get out to vote and make your voice 
heard. 


i etn 


KPUB 


Question put to 
City Councillor Allan Bolstad: 


Our Voice: What has been done about 
affordable housing? 


Councillor Bolstad: There is a severe 
shortage of affordable housing. They are 
playing catch-up and need to relieve the 
backlog. Projects have to be developed in 
order to see some light at the end of the 
tunnel 


Photo of i, 
Betty 
Nordin 


& 


Kevin’s 
Thumb 


Esquao Awards 


Circle of Honour 2004 


his is a special evening celebrating 


women to our community. The 

evening of May 6th marked a 
tremendous achievement for one, Betty 
Nordin who has published her poetry. 

Cynthia Smallboy from Hobbema, a 
Plains Cree, originally from Red Pheasant, 
Saskatchewan received the award for Arts 
and Entertainment. She has been recog- 
nized for the work that she has done with 
her hip-hop group War Party. The group's 
three members have received much expo- 
sure on A Channel, CBC, Much Music and 
at Juno Fest. Smallboy attended lots of 
round dances and pow-wows growing up, 
but hip-hop gave her the connection to 
music and voice that she was lacking and 
that she stands by today. 
Good luck to the award winners in 

their future endeavours wherever they 
may lead. 


Cynthia Smallboy minus Kevin's thumb 


on of Aboriginal 
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Summertime 
Exposure 


andra Johanson, 27, was born in 
Calgary, grew up in Alex on a farm, 
moved back to Calgary, then on to 


Ponoka and has made Edmonton 
her home for the past eleven years. 
Sandra is enrolled in the education pro- 
gram at the University of Alberta for 
Elementary Education. She has varied 
experience with children of all ages. 

Sandra is the youth coordinator for the 
summer and works at Terra 
Association and YMCA with everything to 
do with child-related programs. She grad- 
uated from Early Childhood Education at 
Grant MacEwan in 2002. She has been 
married for two years to Adrian Johanson 
who is a second-year electrician appren- 
tice. 

Her main goal working with the youth 
recreation program is to provide a safe 
environment, make sure the kids have fun 
and provide new opportunities they 
wouldn't have otherwise. 

Eve Harinuk, 21, was born and raised 
in Redwater. She has just finished her first 
year in the Social Work program at Grant 
MacEwan and will be returning to finish 
her diploma in Septemeber. Once complet- 
ed, Eve will go on to do her Bachelor's. 

Eve did her practicum in the drop-in at 
the Bissell Centre. She says it was a real 
eye-opener coming from a small town but 
at the same time it was very interesting 
and she is passionate about the issues that 
exist in the inner city environment. 

Her main interest lies in adult mental 
health. During June, July, and August, Eve 
will be the coordinator of the Adult 
Recreation Program run at the Bissell 
Centre. This program allows adults to con- 
nect with resources around Edmonton in a 
fun supportive way. Activities, such as 
swimming, hiking, camping, and various 
cultural activities are offered to clients in 
the inner city free of charge. 

Gina Gariano is 21 years old and has 
four sisters. She is attending the University 
of Alberta in the Faculty of Arts in the 
English Department. She will graduate 
next year and then hopes to travel for a 
year before beginning a Masters degree in 
English or creative writing and even per- 
haps move on to a PhD. She is also 
involved in music. She plays the French 
horn. She is very interested in working 
with people and kids with disabilities. This 
stems from her experiences with her own 
two sisters who have disabilities. 

Gina will spend the summer working 
in the summer youth program which is for 
kids ages 6-12 years. It runs Tuesday to 
Friday mostly in the afternoons. Her goals 
are to give the children opportunities to 
participate in activities that they other- 
wise wouldn't get the chance to try. She 
really wants to get the kids to do things 
they have never done and to have new 
experiences within the city. She really 
thinks this is going to be a great year! She 
can't wait! 


also 


- Kevin Fox 
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Our great Republic is a 
government of laws and not 
of men. Here, the people 
rule. 


GerALp R. ForbD 
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A | ASTROLOGY 


Superstition is to religion 
what astrology is to 
astronomy—the mad 

daughter of a wise 
mother. These daughters 
have too long dominated 
the earth. 
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CANCER (June 21st - July 22nd) 

The fear that stirs in your heart at the return of 
the old cynicism is well-founded Cancer. 
Regardless of the federal election results, you're 
afraid that the next four years will further prove 
the accuracy of Ambrose Bierce's view of politics 
as "a strife of interests masquerading as a con- 
test of principles. The conduct of public affairs 
for private advantage." Just remember, you.can't 
complain if you didn't vote. 


LEO (July 23rd - August 22nd) 

Despairing of ever having the privilege of wit- 
nessing a statesman, striving with unselfish 
devotion in serving the interests of her con- 
stituents, separate herself from the rest of the 
pack of venal politicians? Not guaranteeing that 
it'll reverse the tide, but you might try gathering 
some of your persuasively mellifluous pals 
together and travelling to Ottawa to regale our 
elected employees with that stirring old hymn 
that goes "O world where human life is lived, so 
strangely mingling joy and pain. So full of evil 
and of good, so needful that the good shall 
reign." 


VIRGO (August 23rd - September 22nd) 

If, in your typically analytical manner Virgo, 
you have concluded that the Canadian citizenry 
as a whole has initiated an act of staggering 
pedestrianism, perhaps you'll consider being a 
local facilitator of the homegrown revolution. 
Work to relieve your malaise by facilitating the 
wavy green grassroots reform. Trickle down's a 
bust... try trickle up. 


LIBRA (September 23rd - October 22nd) 

Hit the road Libra. Go on, beat it. You deserve a 
break so take a road trip but you might want to 
think twice before you model your escape on 
Amelia. She picked up a hitcher, a strange boy 
who was a prisoner of the white lines on the 
freeway. A hairy lad, he'd befriended a coyote 
and a black crow. She used to love it when, as 
she put it, Furry sings the blues. That changed 
one hot afternoon though as she carried a buck- 
et of ice back to her blue motel room and heard 
him sing a Song For Sharon. Then she returned 
to what you're looking for... the refuge of the 
roads. 


SCORPIO (October 23rd - November 21st) 

As you begin your search for an intriguing sub- 
ject to justify your summer research grant, you 
might consider examining the astonishing lack 
of election-related pie-throwing incidents. While 
you're at it, you might also discover that "image 
control" would make an interesting sidebar phe- 
nomenon to examine. 


SAGITTARIUS (November 22nd - Dec. 21st) 
With each successive incursion into the erstwhile 
commons by free-market engineers and high 
rollers, we lose another fine layer from our soci- 
ety's veneer of civility. Even if motivated simply 
by fear of the eventual falling away of that pro- 
tective coating, it's a terrific idea to do what citi- 
zen's work you can to preserve, and even add to 
that shell. Think globally, act locally. 
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CAPRICORN (December 22nd - January 19th) 
Befuddled by the political scene Capricorn? 
Sandy had a little visit with Albert Camus 
recently and while a little depressing, the visit 
did shed a bit of light on things. "Politics and the 
fate of mankind are formed by men without 
ideals and without greatness" he said. But... just 
before we parted I got this little gem from him: 
I'll tell you a great secret, my friend. Don't wait 
for the last judgment. It happens every day. 


AQUARIUS (January 20th - February 18th) 
Reminiscing is a practice that could prove prof- 
itable for you this month. Particularly if in your 
view, the good old days are those last few heady 
months of reckless celebration before northern 
Alberta changed over from the "403" area code. 
(N.b. "Retro" means "backward".) 


PISCES (February 19th - March 20th) 

Wondering how the next four years will play 
out? Remember what the wise person. observed 
about how political parties campaign to the left 
while governing to the right. So if you've voted 
for a party already on the right and they end up 
starving culture while arming space and com- 
modifying illness... you've created a little private 
(sector) hell for yourself... and your fellow citi- 


Zens 


ARIES (March 21st - April 19th) 

Rejoice my Arian friend! Now we finally get to 
see who understands and is prepared to live out 
the distinction that former French president 
Georges Pompidou spoke about when he said "a 
statesman is a politician who places himself at 
the service of the nation. A politician is a states- 
man who places the nation at his service." 


TAURUS (April 20th - May 20th) 

Some trepidation was to have been expected at 
the prospect of an alliance of reformers and con- 
servatives usurping control of this fine country, 
but you can venture out of your home now 
Taurus. Just keep your wits about you. 
Remember that in politics, what begins in fear 
usually ends in folly. 


GEMINI (May 21st - June 20th) 

At the end of the day Gemini, you must have 
faith; you must remain hopeful. We live in a 
democracy and Sandy believes that we will con- 
tinue to do so until they pry it from our cold, 
dead hands. (Just be warned that there are those 
who would happily do that.) The historian 
Taylor said of one of the greatest German politi- 
cians, "Bismarck was a political genius of the 
highest rank, but he lacked one essential quality 
of the constructive statesman: he had no faith in 
the future." The beautiful thing about democra- 
cy is that if a leader lacks faith in the future, the 
people can offer a correction through their own 
faith in the future. "Politics are too serious a 
matter to be left to the politicians." 


| EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


Summer Programs at For the Inner City 
Moonlight Bay Centre 


What are YOU doing with your summer? 


» Casual Labour 
> Life Management Skills Training 

> Career Counseling 

» Resumé & Cover Letter Preparation 

> Job Interview Skills 

> Internet Training 

> H2S Training (limited funding available) 


> WHMIS/Standard First Aid Training 


"This summer's staff was one of the best that I've ever been part of." 
(Summer 2003 staff) 


A supportive, fun, and tight-knit team environment on Lake Wabamun 

A chance to further develop your skills and knowledge 

A meaningful opportunity to work in a key inner-city agency (Bissell Centre) 
A comprehensive week-long training session 

Access to camp recreation facilities and equipment 


Room and board in a comfortable cabin situated in a natural setting pa CAS UAL LABO U R 


"| learned so much..." (Summer 2003 staff) : “Pay the worker — 


All services offered at no cost! 


r~wrowreowreyvr”y 


“” 
Seeking promising students (18 years+) and non-students for a range of posi- NOT the broker 
tions, including program staff, waterfront staff, assistant manager, caretakers, 
and cooks. Not yet 18? Check out the Moonlight Bay Volunteer Leadership 


Program! Minimum hourly rate - $8.00 


Minimum 4 hours per day 


"It has been an honor and a pleasure to work at Moonlight Bay this summer." 


Workers available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
(Summer 2003 staff) 


Bookings taken within work hours 
Mon-Thurs: 7am-2pm 


For more information, see postings at U of A, GMCC, and Earth's General Store, 


; Fri: 7am-noon 
H or contact Kathryn Rambow (Manager of Moonlight Bay Centre) at 
l krambow @bissellcentre.org Need someone to help with... 
! | » Yard Work/Snow Removal 
> Loading/Unloading 


> Decorating — internal/external 
> Cleaning - domestic/industrial 
> Manufacturing 

> General Labour 


All services offered at no cost! 


BISSELL CENTRE 
Telephone: 424-4385 
Or 
Casual Labour program for women at 


Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 
Telephone: 421-1175 ext 22 
Mon-Fri 7pm-3pm 
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| Open Stage! Live Musi 
Light Supper! Poetry Readi 


DOOR PRIZES!! 


| Tuesday, July 20th 


© furniture® home goods 
© jewellery® collectibles 


8818 118 Ave © antiques 
471-6644 


9232 34 Ave the best qual ity 


440-1883 


ee lowest prices 


: 
| 
| 


We are 100% non-profit 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 


comsrores ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 
age oven seven AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 
sess iar IN EDMONTON’S INNER CITY 
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